Historian Irwin Abrams captures—

Inspirational work of peacemakers

When lrwin Abrame walks between his
home oa Xensa Avenwe and the Antioach
Lallege Bbhrary, hes most often smiling
and maowng wilh [, detenmined abepe.

If yvou resd his |aiest ook, vou might
usdersiand ibe sosiree of his Eoid clseer
and purpossfulmess. For musch of the past
) years, .Jlbrilllﬂ_ b-?, '."|:|I;. b amiEereed
in the lves of some of (e worll's most
INSMAAE anid pemarkablc pragle, and e
resll 8 Pk Yot Feder Frize and e Law-
recelier, AN Slusirated biggraghical history,
angnally |.l|.|||||!-|||-|: i 19 aned poocn iy
re-issued 1o colncide with the prizcs 100gh
EnNiverEary

Af the most receni Nobel Peace Prize
ceremony in Osla, Norway, on Dec. 10,
Abeams himseld was honored. Al & EVETI -
gitemided |!l:. sy pasd lugrealcs, he
was asked (o stmnd snd be recognieed for
his work dooumenting the history of the
prize and its winners,

“It was heartearming.” Abrems said re-
cendly of the honor

Being recognized for his woelk was cing
on the cake for Abrams, who wis espe-
clally exciled to attend the awards cer-
emamy and hear the speech by this year's
winmer, U.N, Secretary-Lieneral Kol
Anman, "a maa of greal pressnce amd
Erace.” i o #iend the three-day sympo-
siwm, o which all of the past laureates
were myiled, incloding Biabop Desmond
Tutu of South Africa and ihe Dalsi Lama.

“Meeting many ol the people 've wrilten
about aml having & chance to @alk 1o (b€em
— ol was & big thall,” Abrams aaxl.

While besng Bonored and mesling some
of the laureates was gralshving., the Begges]
thaill o Abrames has been his work.

*Could it be any better?™ he asioed. ~[t's
been a rich experience to lve with these
people all of these yeam.™

Abrams” inumersion inbo the lves of the
worlds grestest pescemakers began in
1975, ' ~ same year he retired after 32
years of teaching history s Antioch: Col
lege, Approached by the publishing firm
G.K. Hall and Campany 1o wrile a history
of the Peace Prize loreates, Abrams pon
dered the request, smoe he was plansing a
different progect. But at the time, he hap-
pened o be altendmg a conference where
organizers distribuged the results of a sur-
wiy of the heroes of American teems. The
survey proved preodal to Abrams” decision.

*1 was appalled by the list of Glm and
television stars and rock and roll perlorm-
ers whom they seemed 16 wand o e
lage,” Abrams sasl. *[ could e that a book

lrain Absroms was homoned lost monsh of the Mobal Peacs Pribs ceremony in Do, Mor-

wry, for his work documensing B hissary of the prize and o who hove won the oward

presenting Nobel heroes of humanity
eoild make an important contribution,”

Abmams was aniguely qualiffied for the
nrect, since he wrole his thesis an the
origims of the Egropean peace movement.
Raieed im San Francisco, Abrams had de
cicded as an undergraduate at Stanford Ling
wersity 8o puruse & carcer in history. From
the beginning, he saw history not as come-
pilstion of siber people's ressarch, but as a
wibrant puzzle 1o be sobred.

I ke the challenge of having to work
carl what really happensd,” said Abrams,
wha came o Astioch College with kis wile,
Freda, soon after receiving his doctorale.
Az the college, he ofien imtroduced a his-
tory course with a detective story and en-
couraged kis shudents o take an equally
imvestizative apprroach bo thear subjed.

Whake he emjoyves] bas years a8 a lsacher,
thiey were busy years, with “wonderful eu-

dents and bods of committees,” = thus
little time bo write, Abrams said. Al retire-
ment, a time in life when masny choose 10
take it easy, Abrama chose instead to begin
a ew and engrossing and, as i furne oul,
2lvear project. e a choice he has never
regretied.

In hix book, the bicgraphical sunsmaries
of the lawreabes spariche with Evely quotes
and colorfol detsl, and convey Abrams'
enthusiasm for his subjects, cspecially
hose wisase lives were indpiraional.

There's the abory of Albert Schweiteer
who af age J) gave Up & promisng caneer
s an onganisd 1o become a doctor and pro-
vide medical Gaire to some of the world™s
poorest peopls in Almca. For 20 vears a
promje of Ceeriein schalars parsaed a cam-
palgEn o wm the prade [or Selhweiioer,
Absams wrole, Becauss oen hough e
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